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Deceober 9, 1983

Mr. Joe Za1kfud
Colorado l-fiJted land Reclarnation Division
423 C€nteni€.l erilding
1313 *remen
Derrrrer, Colorado 80203

Scott M. Motheson. Governor
Iemple A. Reynolds. Executive Director
Dr. G. A. (Jim) Shirozi, Division Director

Reclanation anf Regulatory
Corylfunce Issues
ihion Cartide
AC-t / O37 / 02s, @h37J!25
ACt / 037 I 027, ACt / 037 / M3
/r,-t/037 /M6
San Jr:an County, Utat!

Desr I'fr. Zalkind:

In otr cornrersstion of lbvember 23, 1983 you requested a r,rritten
sr-rrrnarization of tLle Divisionrs recerrt concerns and actions on ljnion Cartiders
r.rarriun operatioru at the Deremo Mjrre. That ilfortration is sr.lmarized below.

The Utah Divisi,on of Oi1, C,as end Mining is currently ',rcrtcing witi llnlcrn
Cartide Corporation in order to ccrylete regulatory requirements for ttre
Dere Mine in accordance w'ith objectirrcs of the 1975 Utah Mined I€nd
gsgla'nagion Act. The Dereoo MirE, located on tbre Utah - Colorado border in
Sections 2, LO, 11, 14, 15 of T33S; R26E. Because of the co@rnn bundary
location, the Division is arurious to inform and lvork witLr the Colorado I'lined
LarlC F.eclaoation Division concernilg th-is project.

h.ring i-nspections of ikrion Cartidets Mines in lJtah, rnarry discrepancies,
inccnsistenci"es and j-nadeqtraci.es betrseen plans and actr:al conditlons wene
discovered. Requests for nellr and acsLrate mnps of ercistlng di-sttn$ances
br.cugltt to ligLc. sr:bstant{a'l r:nreporfed aclieage increases, lilrl-le origtnal
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ccmitnsrts in tkte njnixg ard recln'nation plans were stlll not iryl@nted
(e.g. tesc plots on waste roO< piles and draixage rnaiatenance). ima
estlmates r.lere also outdated.

hdng April, 1983 the State lbalth Deparrmnt became irrvolved \,rittr the
ccry€Ey rften radimtric efflr.:ent frcrn sedirentaticrn pords orceeded li-mitation
standerris. Inspections also revealed inadeqtrate sediment pond designs. Tbese
prrcblems are stlll unresolrred.

An impection rnqde on }hy 25, 1983 ccryleted the Dlvisionrs to-r of all
lJn:ion Carbide nines in Utah, including the Dereno Mine. A .opy of the
Divisionrs June 14, 1983 letter to tinion Cartlde addressing Gs,:es discr:ssed
atr the nine sites ltas sent to your office in care of l,llke Stsnton (copy
eCIclosed). Ttre iterns discussed at the De::emo Mine centered on al€as directly
in, or affecting Utah,ard Uttle attenti-on r,las glven to secticns of the ninirg
operation wlthin Colorado. A respcrnse frcn Union Carrcide failed to resolve
the problprns, and an additional lltter vras sent by the Dtviston on October 31,
1983 (copy enclosed).

Uaicrn Carbide, despite personnel changes, has cornpleted approximately
t'wo-ttrinls of the require'nents established during ttre Divisionts review of all
of its operations in Utah, largely dtre to the efforts of Kent Dahlquist.
I_Icwever, marry issr:es rmain r:nresolrned, including: water contairmrt problas
bond sizing, design adeqr:acy and discharges), i"'rediate clean up of sedinent
w'itb. potentially high radioretric vah:es f-::on old ponds, arxj reclmation bond
revisions. The coopsny h,as recently notified or.r office of an inpending total
suspension of ninJrrg operations for r:rp to one year and thene has been no
corrrnitnrent to resolrre the existing problsns prior to this ternporary
cessation. lf additional interest is shrown at tlris tJ'ne by Colorado, d:e
tno-state approadr rni$ht elicit a nore specific effor= by the ccryany to bring
its orperations into ernrirorrental ccryliance.

If you need additional inEormation, please contact n€.
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Enclostres

cc:. Di^ame Nlelsen, DG{
Rorg rhr{els, DGi
J{a Sdttl, DG}I t,.

SteveHclileal, Statrd lbalrh DAc.

Sincerely,


